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A happy moment as a group of churchmen 
witness the signing of the contract for the first 
stage of the building of St. John's parish church. 

Reading from left to right: C. Robinson, P. 
Hodgkinson (Joint Managing Director of Simons), 
E. Daises, D. BarsIcy, Father John, J. Gregory, 
R. Williamson, T. Moore, K. Priestley, B. Cole-

man, Father Bill, H. Lincoln, S. Scorer (the 
architect). 

Part one of the contract will cover the con-
struction of the shell of the church. Unless we 
receive large sums of money before the year end, 
the rest of the work will have to be done by our 
own labour force. 

This work will cover the laying of the floor, 
making the pews, furniture and fittings, and 
decorating, as well as landscaping and planting 
the outside area. 

If every able bodied man who looks to St. John's 
as his parish church will give a hand, the church 
could be ready for Consecration in October .1963. 
This could be a great adventure, and it all depends 
on the question of who will help ? Will you ? 
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The Roof 
'The roof that has been so much talked alsout is 

going up and as each bus passes by all necks 
crane to see what happens next. 

A great cage of scaffolding is being built to 
support thr light joists which go in straight lines 
all over the roof. Etoards arc then fixed to these 
joists, and bcnt to form thc curved shape of thc 
roof. Two layers of steel mesh are fixed over thc 
boards and all is ready for thc concrete. A large 
crane will bc used to lift and pour the concrete 
which will bc worked to a four inch thickness. 

When dry thc roof will bc finished off with a 
skin of sheet aluminium. 

The scaffolding and hardt)oard arc takcn away, 
leaving just the slender and graceful lints of—the 
roof. 
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The Friday Night Club re-opens with a party 
for Members onl ■,, on September 7th at 7-30 p.m. 

This year the Club will be limited to 50 mem-
bers. Those who wish to join may come at 7 p.m. 
on September 14th to the second meeting of the 
Club at which the Lincoln Judo Club is giving  a 
demonstration. 

The Club is open to children living on the 
Erminc Estates who arc at their Secondary 
School and have not yet had their 15th birthday. 
The subscription is 3d. per week; if  a  member 
misses three weeks running without  a  good 
reason, membership is forfeited and someone on 
thc waiting list is admitted in thcir place. 
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The foundations of St. John's Parish Church 
are well and truly laid upon the rock; and a skilful 
job of work it has been too. 

We shall now expect to sec a maze of scaffolding 
going up to support the shuttering for the concrete 
roof 

There continues to be widespread interest in 
Lincoln's Church of Tomorrow. Pictures in The 
Times, then T.V., the model on exhibition in 
Coventry Cathedral, and last month saw articles 
in the insets of Parish Magazines all over the 
country. 

The appeal is now reaching the 220,000 mark, 
and that only leaves another £10,000 to be raised 
to complete the whole project. 

A gift of £750 from the Marshal Charity in 
London has certainly helped things along nicely, 
but we still have a long way to go. 

Mrs. E. A. Johnson started the school in ept-
ember, 1960 with a nucleus of eight children, and by 
the time of the photograph, in July 1961, there 
were 86 in attendance. The present school year 
commenced with 5b infants after older children 
had transferred to Junior classes, and has in-
creased to 120. Attendance of many of the very 
young members is made possible only by the co-
operation of fathers and older children who escort 
groups of tinier from all parts of Ermine West. 

The aim of this class is to give happiness in 
early membership of the Church. It is a joy to see 
the enthusiasm 4nd sincerity of these youngsters. 
The high-light of each year is 'Baptism Sunday' 
for dolls and teddies, who then become 'school 
members'. The heavy offertory plate needs two 
hearers and here, each child in turn gives service 
in his Church Membership as he does also by 
collecting milk tops. 

The informal teaching is arranged by Mrs. E. A. 
Johnson, with Mr. Trevor Hail providing the 
music. 

ALL SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
BEGIN 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER gth 
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SUNDAY MORNING 
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Every Sunday morning there is a queue of little 
children outside St. John's Community Centre all 
of them looking incredibly smart in their Sunday 
dresses and bonnets. As the Family Communion 
ends so the little ones pour into the vacated seats 
for their Sunday School. 

Two stalwart eleven year olds, Christine Scott and 
Keith Robinson, give valuable help *luring the 
time in school, and also assist Miss F. Codrington 
with the attendance Stamp Books. 



The fields have given way, the trees are down, 

New homes are here and work for everyone; 

A people's life reborn in this new town, 

Old industries transplanted, some begun. 

And here amongst the shops and highways rise 

The concrete walk of a church making a start 

With the new community; around her lies 

A system needing a Christo-centric heart. 

To the greater glory of God new talents bend 

To build the fair with truth and with courage, 

With sentimental clutter at an end. 

Simplicity the key-note of the age. 

Now in the shrine with grace and dignity 

Modem materials and methods mix 

In this expression of Christian artistry, 

Nothing that's mock or pseudo about the bricks. 

There was a time when simple man could look- 

On coloured manuscripts of fresco style; 

The stained-glass window was his picture book 

Which many a sermon-time did then beguile. 

New 
Estate Church 

Thin poerapn the building of a church in a new 
estate is by .  Randle Mgnwaring, a friend of Fr. 
Bill, and is reprinted, by kind permission, from 
the MagazineThe Layman. 
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The eastern aspect of the church 

Speaks of the coming of the Christ 

Into the darkness of the wort 

And of His second coming when, 

As the lightning shining from the cast, 

He shall in glory re-appear 	. 

So build, for the rising of thil Son, 

Risen with healing in His wings, 

Build with the glass to welcome the light. 
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On July 23rd, 1962, The Bishop of Lincoln 
laid the Foundation Stone of Ermine St. John's 

Parish Church 



SUNDAY SERVICES 
St. John the Baptist 

Family Communion, 9-00 a.m. 
Evensong, 6-30 p.m. 
Holy Baptism, 1st and 3rd Sundays at 
3-45 p.m.—Two weeks notice please to 
clergy. 

St. John the Evangelist 
Family Communion, 10-30 a.m. 
Evensong, 1st Sunday in thc month at 
6-30 p.m. 
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St. •Ioltn's Churella 
Ermine 

Vicar: THE REV. JOHN HODGK1NSON, St. John's 
Vicarage, Tel. 25621. 

Asst. Curate: THE REV. W. J. T. RROCK1E, St 
John's House. 

Reader: MR. 1. E. DA1NES, 10 Swaby Close. 

Wardens.- Mg. B. COLEMAN, 4 Bassingham Cres-
scent and Mit. L. D. MOORE, 97 Browning 
Drive. 
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Thc rich mcn bring their thousands, 
The poor men bring their pounds, 

The artist brings a beauty 
Breaking utility's bounds; 

Thc architects and craftsmen 
Have brought devoted skill 

To foster the work and witness 
Of the City set on a hill. 

Mr. Jack Harrod, the Htlidmaster of the 
Ermine Junior School, will be our preacher at 
Evensong, 6-30 p.m. on Sunday, September 9th. 
Mr. Harrod is a Methodist Lay Preacher and w,e 
are very glad that he is coming. 
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